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Clinic says
smoke

shop needs
{o go away

By Gideon Marcus
VISTA — The Odyssey Smoke

Shop off East Vista Way ran afoul

of its neighbors the very day it
opened up for business. Erica
Leary and John Byrom, two drug
prevention specialists with the
Vista Community Clinic, took the
podium at the Aug. 26 City
Council meeting to protest the
new store.

The smoke shop sells a wide
and eclectic variety of pipes and
other smoking apparatus. Byrom
maintained that the items sold at
| Odyssey were primarily made to

be used by illicit drug users, and
he emphasized his point by show-
ing the council several items he
had purchased that day from the
store including a pipe designed to
look like a lipstick dispenser.

“The myth that it’s used for
tobacce does” not hold - water”
Byrom said, i

“We're very disappointed that
this has come to town,” Leaxy said.
“If you think a smoke shop is for
cigar aficionados and well-bred
- pipe smokers, believe me, it’s not.

- It’s a market for drug palaphema-

Ha and pot smokers” -

‘The pair’s main point of con-
tention was Odyssey’s location.
‘The store is just 75 feet from the
Vista Community Clinic’s drug
prevention and rehabilitation cen-
ter. “They couldn’t be too much
closer,” Leary said.

“These women want to
change the way they’re living and
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