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Walk Against Crime participants head b
mile march. Similar “Nationat Night Out”

B 250 turn out for
Vista’s sixth-annual
“Walk Against Crime’

' SARAH GORDON
STarF WRITER -

VISTA — Undaunted by Tues-
day’s early evening heat, about
250 residents, business people

‘and members of law enforce-
ment marched against crime in a
two-mile loop around Vista.

Many walked in a team and

_ wore T-shirts representing their
organizations. The colorful and

talkative procession started at 6

p.m. at the corner of Main Street

and Indiana Avenue in the Vista

WALKING FOR A GOO D CAUSE
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ack'on North ‘,c‘[tms Avenue ln Vlsta on Tuesd
events took place in Oceanside, Escondi

Village. Sweatier ‘but .
mostly ¢miling, the -
group rolled in‘about 45
minutes later after walk-. .
ing along Citrus Avenue, - -
Townsite Drive, Indian
Rock Road and Broad-

way. ' '

about twice as many people as
last year. R PO
" Similar events were held Tues-

-day in Oceanside, Escondido,
Encinitas, Poway and San Marcos -

as part of the 25th annual Na-

A community fair with booths . the organization
- and live music accomparied the
city’s sixth annual “Walk Against -
Crime.” Cynthia Flores, a com-
munity outreach program spe- -
cialist with the city who helped .
-organiZe the event, said it drew

strengthen community-polis
~ partnerships-and neighborhood *

them. oo e D
... Those goals -~ dnd-other. .
-worthwhile ones -— were accom: .
“plished in Vista, participants.
sad, o e
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“The idea of.the. event is to

spirit, and to-show ¢riminals that ™
neighbdrs are. organized agains
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‘ Conl;mued from B»l

“That was a- -good work
out,” said 15-year-old Abra-
ha_m Linares, a Rancho Bue-
na Vista High School student
who walked with about 12

others from the Vista Com- .

munity Clinic’s after-school
program - called “Pr0]ect

. Reach.”

The ybufhs wore royai
blue shirts with the group ’s
insignia.

The prbgfams srce coord1- g
nator, John Hannaberry, ex- -

plained why they came.

“We teach them a"bout vio- -
lence preventlon $0°We want . .

to come out’ and basxcally e

mbstly Court-
ment. program for K
abusers, sent d

f !
“What 1.liked the most
was walking through the
gang-banger = - neighbor- |

hoods,” I—Iammers sa1d after

the walk. ‘
“People are’ afrald of

" neighborhoods like that, but
if you show a little bit of pos— o
itivity, it shows the communi- -

ty that .you,; can have.the
strength to do it”
QOther groups represented

"in force included the Vista

Townsite Community Part-

nership, the Northgate Mar- .

ket and the Vista Church of -
Christ. As many young peo- ..
ple as adults took part;
Representatives-of law en-
forcement said the annual
events were an important .

part of building relat10n-~

ships with residents.

“It’s good comimunity rela-
tions,” said Vista Sheriff’s .
Station Lt. Scott Rossall, who -

a wedge between’ law en-

forcement and the commum~ s

1y, Rossail said..

" worked at a recruiting- booth

meet residents in a pos1t1ve

. goes a long way,

he said coincided ‘with for-
_.mer station Capt. Ed;Pren- -

dergast s tenure,.a spate of :
. officer-inyolved - shootings -
" and other factors had driven :

" Sheriff’s Senor. 'Patml voi g
unteer, Jay Parker, 90 who

. at the fair, said. the chance ton.

. setting was 1mportant Sim-
“ply handing out Sheriff’s De-
partment. snckers,tol,chﬂdren o
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" them. when they’r
saxd :

Contact staff writer: Sarah Gorrion
at (760) 740—3517 or\
sgordon@nctlmes com

.. them when they’re young,we :
"don’t have. to worry_about
_1der,” he :



