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‘North County gangs ‘are recrmtmg

. new-members and clamnng new turf —
** on the Internet.

The phenomenion, sometzmes referred

to as “cyber bangmg,” has been growing

. for the last few years, along w:th the pop-,

. ularity of the Web sites the & ganigs use,

- -such;as MySpace and YouTube authon—

‘ assoczates from
virtually every local ¢ gang boast thezr af-
. filiations on these siteg,
- In videos and pictures, they ﬂash gang
signs and. wear gang colors.

boards..
Ocean31de Detectwe Gordon Govxer

' who investigates the city’s resident Cnps :

and Bloods, said it’s not hard to find well-
produced, self-promoting songs and
videos featunng local gang members.

He pointed 1o & vided by a rapper

called “Lil Slim” posted on YouTube. :
“Getting $,” viewed more than 15,000
times accordlng to the Web site’s count,

shows two bikini-clad girls: jigglmg'
next to Slim in front of a new Bentley -

while a storm of. $20 bllls whlps the
all-white set. .

Sometimes, rivals’ s;par on message :
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“More often; police nse the’

Web to 1dent1fy gang mem-
_bers and thei '
G .

. _any. gangba
“'page, they;

in court to prove

-isa gang membe

money, drugs, g;lrls If you find

ay
make $250,000-plus?”
.He pomted to.a slide show

presentatzon called “Vlstero
‘ ' Yot



"":gang members, ;.

of loyalty ' o '
Tm ready to die any day for
“the™ “gang 1+ (expletwe)
claim/Until Pm lying’ in my
~grave I will rémain/ banging for

“the Vista Hoine Boys gangj Hit

the ground ‘when yoii 'see me

aim/ w1th that 12 gauge,

“code'for “Vista™ becaiise, “V”
“is the 22nd lette of the alpha
'bet Moffat said.
' In another ‘slide, heavﬁy
‘tattooed gang members drink
beer. In another, thrée. hand-
'.guns sit next’ to p 'nful{ arm-
_ mumuon clips: i
~“Each scene has Ht576%Wn

symbohsm,” Moffat said, “You -
t1d thai

An easy link _
The Iternet is an insidious
Way for gangs to spread thelr

message because ltS $0° easy

Moffat said. “They say, I, just

bt from rival gangs.”
“It’s “unclear if a

. ;people have joined - 1ocal
“gangs 'based on something . -
" ‘they saw on the Internet, and
“neither Moffat nor® others ‘
‘were ablé'to point to a'kid: |
“who said the Internet made
-“him a gangster. . .. . ..
Moffat guesses the reia -

uonshxp isless direct. .
- “Thig'is'just one aspect ofa

I'way to’ pull them in, videos

.glonfyl g the; ’hood '™ h
 kids 10" become associated ¢ said. *Tt’s

‘with the gang-related sites, gl
Moffat said. A miiddle-school-
‘er may find a hometown gang-
‘$ter “rap ‘or-a‘ gangster I ¢
MySpace page and Imk toit
"mthout'much thought:’ - E
i 6 7percent of the kids -
--fwho have this stuff on their ©
Web sites dor’t 'even Unider- -
“stand the seriousness of it,”

¢

Hust: one Iemen

& YiRg:-
lifestyle — no one element
__puaséles it over the top and

Cristian Rodrigueéz,‘a 17.
year-old stiident at Rdncho

e agreed ‘that gang
emmed matetial is readily ac-

“icessible; but he aid he 'has *

doubts about its, sertpusness
and danger. -~ ¢ Vw1

uTube and found & video

iealled Gang Fight” Biit' he

ecognized some of the people
the footage and knew they
V't gangsters, i H
7 “Some of this stuff is'most-
Iy a joke,” he'said: Supposed
“gang challenges” ‘on My-

he said.

However Cr:zsnan sa:d he.

" agreed that'g

: also sees legitimate gangster

ely, he said,
on th

“I say the risk is there, but
Pm going t6-$ay 'it’s 'up to the
kid” Rodrigiuez said. “If the
kid is dumb enough to get in-
volved when he sees that

* '8tuff, that’s up tohim.? '
'.'Buena ngh School in'Vista,
'said hé spends’ hours every
- Week on the Internet,’”
- “wanted to'be cool. I just want- *
edto represent my hood. But
‘NOW “you’l re affiliated, and

“ you're puttmg vourself in dan- -
“ger, not only from the pohce,

A heutenant with the North

County. Gang ‘Task - Force
angrelated Inter- -
et ‘advertisements’ dppeal to
"'the same kinds of people gangs
‘always tatgets kids from dys-
functional faniilies lookinig for,
“statis dnda place to belong
- He said he typedin “stta” i
 §ites) and think they're’ stupid
and 1 think the péople in-
“volved in them are out of their
“yinds, but’ somebody ‘who hias
f"nothmg, somebody who has
“no divection; they could take a
- 100k at'it’ and think it if's pret-
g "‘*‘ty cool » Lt- erek Clark saxd
. Space message boards thore +
" often than not are a parody,

“I look at (the gang Web

Contec‘t sraff wr:ter Sarah Gordon

“Bt{760) 7403547 6r - -
“sgorden@nctimescom.



