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By EDWARD SIFUENTES
esifuentes@nctimes.com

SAN MARCOS — A state pro-

posal to reduce or eliminate
. health care programs for the poor
could leave tens of thousands of
people in North County with Lim-
ited or no access to care, local
community clinic leaders sa1d
Thursday.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
has proposed reducing state
spending by billions of dollars to
close an estimated $24 billion
budget gap. :

The governor is proposing to
cut more than $1 billion from
Medi-Cal, $368 million from
Healthy Famxlzes, and $24 million
from HIV education and preven-
tion programs, among others,

Community clirdc officials say
those cuts would be devastating
to their operations.

“We stand united in pleading

San Marcos. JAMIE SCOTT LYTLE ] |Iytie@nct|mes com

Health care in.

Commumty clinic leaders say they Worry about governor S proposals

“Healthy Fanulles )
has really saved our
family. This happens.
to everybody. It’s not

just people who don’t
want to work. or who

are poor.”

INGRID LORETO
Restaurant owner  °

to the governor and the legisla-
tors to consider the conse-
quences of these cuts,” said Irma
Cota, CEO of the North County

Health Services clinic in San
Marcos.

Schwarzenegger has said that
state government could come to a

“standstsll” unless Iawmakers act. -
quickly to reach a budget compro- i
mise.
A spokeswoman for the gover— ‘
nor said Thursday that there are . .
simply no-good options: when it
comes to reducing spendmg :

“The governor realizes that« ‘L
there are consequences, but in ;
der. to solve, odr $24 billi
deficit, theré are only s0 maity.
places to logk,” spokeswoman‘ -
Lisa Page said. o

The Healthy Families program o
which the governor is proposing
to eliminate, serves more than
75,000 children in San Diego
Cownty.

It is California’s version of the -
fedefal State Children’s Health

Tnsurance Program.

The federal government matd1~ :
es the state’s funding for Healthy
Families doliar for dollar.

See Health, Page AG
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