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THE RISE

Vista Community Clinic pharmacy technician Cuc Nguyén works Wednesday with donated tryy

with few financial resources through the Pharmacy Assistance Program.

BILL WEGHTER | ST PAOTOGRANE .
s fhat are distributed to patients

Clinics lend a hand with some residents’ pricey prescﬁpﬁbns

PAUL SISSON
STAFF WRITER

NORTH COUNTY -- Marilyn
Burr has known for years something
that might interest many North
County residents who have recently
lost their jobs: If you're uninsured
and not making much money, you can
get your meds for free.

Burr, 64, is a diabetic who works
part time as a greeter at a local Wal-

Mart. She said she gets free insulin
through Vista Community Clinic’s
Pharmacy Assistance Program. That
prescription, she said, would cost
$300 a month if she paid for it on her
OWIL

“I have very high blood sugar, and
1 would have to just go without if I
didn’t have the help,” Burr said,

Officials at North County’s largest
medical clintes say they are seeing an
uptick in the munber of patients who
have lost health insurance for the

first time. The National Coalition on
Healthcare estimared that in 2007,
there were nearly 46 million Ameri-
cans without health insurance who
were not old enough to gqualify for
Medicare — an increase of almost 10
percent since 2000. (Figures for 2008
were not yet available.) _

Dr. Kevin Ellis, medical director at
North County Health Services, said
that the organization has about five
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