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ﬂwﬁw - m.:m ,.Smam..,nogg.

ty Clinic broke ground Thursday.-
for construction of a $6 million:
-medical clinic at 134 ‘Grapevine
- Ave, .

. .EE 12 ooc.maﬁmwm-mooﬁ build-
ing is scheduled to open next
surnmer; and will replace a siall-
er, mmmmmm office on _Hwamwmw Dri-
ve in Vista.

- The project is funded E«oﬁm?
mwmbﬁm and. donations from indi-
- viduals, businesses and orgariza:

Hmowmmwonw%oﬁm?ﬁﬂmﬂmnoﬁ.

[

o .j.imnmﬁmﬂn. _». 's been

m monm wam nai.ﬁ 7

SSEQ_ said Betsy H..memmnﬁwﬂu

‘director of development. >
* .- The Vista Community. Clinic,"
- which serves low-income unin-
_sured.and -Medi-Cal patiesnts,
.. runs-a total of five offices and
mmmm an. mmaamﬂmm muboo Hum-.

sl L w>mw>mh ghzzmzo,.
omo of Em Vista oaaga:mq o__n_nw_..

Qmﬁm mmnw year in <wmmm mb@ :
‘Oceanside. -

An estimated. 130 clinic wwmm.
members, voliunteers and board
-members, residents and others -
- “involved with the project turned
- out in the late afternoon to listen -
- to:speakers: and warch the cere-"

monial shovelihg of soil. :
““Pm ecstatic,” said.Chief Ex-

-ecutive Officer. ‘Barbara Manni-
_nio, who'has been with the clinic
“1t’s been a long .
. Hme coming. ... VCC’s vision is to-
.,.”,..mnmmmwm access to health care for

mow .26 years.

...Y., o:z.ﬂ. B6

.-An mwﬂmnw rendering of the new Vista noiam:#w n_,man..
- "-is ‘seen beside. a. group..of clinic.personnel -and
"._.”_&ma;mumm mﬁ a mqo::ncamw_zm omaao:m ﬂ::.mnm«
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" “Inthe 33 u.%m_mmwm.. o.m..onm X~
istence;.:we've worked: to
keep. up with the communi-

ty’s:Tapid - growth,-clinic..

30&.9om“_&ﬁmnﬁohm..wnmwwmmﬁn
Mike Hire said. ;-7 . =

© - %Today, we embark-on.one

an_m..mmmw.ﬂchonHmnmbﬁﬂ
mission.” e

. Plans.for the clinic nm.mmm._w.

two yearsago, " when we real-

:ized needed a bigger facility

to- serve. the:community,”
Heightman said.. . -

The .office on Thunder
Drive encompasses only
5,700 square feet, she said. -

Clinic officials cited a re-
port:by the San Diego County
Board of Supervisors that

~ forecasts a populationi growth-

by 2025 that will require the

addition of 21 community -

clinics: throughout the coun-
ty. .

They say the Grapevine
clinic will help meet the
" forecasted increase in de-
mand.

“With the number of

uninsured (patients) rising
every. day, our: new:clinic

will help keep people:in pre-

ventative- care- and out of -
emergency rooms;” said Kel-
Iy Motadel, the: clinic’s med- -

ical director. . ¥ T

:-She said the larger office -
will :allow: the ¢linic. tordou-.
ble the number.of doctors

_-available at the Thunder

- Drive.facility from three to

“six; and expand pediatric,
family. medicine and.obstet- '
rics.services. - .~

It -also-will house a.phar-

new. site-is-in #4.federally.
designated “health profes-
sional shortage area,” which
includes the neighborhood
served by the Thunder Drive
facility. Ce

"The designation-is given
to areas that indicate an ex-

‘treme shortage of medicdl

professionals available and
willing to serve low-income,
uninsured residents.

In addition to serving res-
idents in the Grapevine
area, Heightman said the
new office will continue to

offer care to patients who-

g
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" Personnel who will work at the new Vista Community. Clinic
facility, from left,.are Dr. Brian Luschwitz, Veronica Castro, Maria

Luna, Claudia Mondragon, and clinic manager Sonia Chavez.

come to the Thunder Drive
clinic, since it is less than a
mile away.

- “When looking for a new

location, we were very care-

ful to find a site that was
close, so the. patient popula-
tion would not be dis-
turbed,” she said. :
Thunder Drive clinic staff

members also will be trans-

ferred to the new clinic.

“1 think this is going to be
a good thing for the commu-
nity,” said William Marks, a

family medicine doctor. “We-

deal with people with little
-or no insurance. With a nicer
- facility, we’ll be able to help
more people.”



