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State budget cuts could
mean higher fees, longer
waits and fewer heslth care
workers at local community
clinics, heaith officials say.

In  last-minute adjust-
ments, the governor eliminat-

ed more than $6{§0 million -

from the stare’s revised

$85 hillion budget. Most of-
that money, about $394 mil-

Hon, came from health and

human services programs, ac- -

cording to the California Bud-
get Project, a group that advo-
cates for poor and middle-in-
come families. - :
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" Barbara Mannino, execu.

tive’ dlrector for the Vista
Community ' Chmc, which

--gerves more than 50,000 pa-

tients in North County each
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year, said her 'clinic will lose
close to- 51 million in funding
from just twe programs, ore
that bffsets the costof serving
‘yininsured patients and anoth-

,er_th funds HIV/AIDS serv-

: Ving to figure
out " how-.10 imake things
work,” Matmino said.

The clinic has a budget of
about $26: million, and about
60 percent of ifs patients are
uninsiired. Maty of them pay
on a ghiding fee scale. Manni-
no said ohe of the ways the
clinic is-Jooking to make up
the. 1oss 1s by increasing fees.

Tl'le $35 million cut comes
inwhat cominunity clinic offi-
cials: call “traditional pro-
grams,” stich as Expanded Ac-
eess 1o Drimary Care, which
helps chinics pay for such
things as lab work and Xrays
when a patient is uninsured.

But with some of the other
budget cuts, more patients
are likely to become unin-
sured and increase the clinic’s
problems.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger’s last-minute line item
vetoes inclided an additional
$50 million reduction in state
funding for Healthy Families,
the low-cost health insurance

program for poor children.
That, is in addition to
$124 million the Legislature

already had agreed to cut”

from the program. _
In San Diego County, about ‘

75,000 people get their health -

insurance through Healthy
Families, and about 3,000 of
them are patients at the Vista

those pauents may be puton
a waiting list when their cut-.
rent cOVerage TUns.out, ac-.
cording to a&vocates for the :
pooL.

Many new Heaithy Farm—

. lies applicants may meet the
same fate, advocates say.

“This budget shreds our
state’s safety net,” said Antho-
iy Wright, executive director .
for Health Access California,
a health advocacy group. “As

“with other programs, Healthy. -
Families will exist in namie, ",

but be a shadow of its former
self, shuttered and actively
klckmg kids off-coverage.”
How many people will lose
their coverage in North Coun-
ty as a result of these cuts is
not yet known, Mannino said.
Cfficials with the three
largest nonprofit clinics in
North County — Neighbor-
hood Healthcare based in Es-
condido, North County Health
Services based in San Marcos
and the Vista Community
Clinic based in Vista — said
this week that combined they
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expect tor recewe about $10 ‘
million in fedeéral: stmmlus N

cials siid, because’ they serve ;
different functions, For exam: .

- ple, much of the federal grant .
;. money:isaimed at. upgadmg,
Community Clinic. Some of: .-

Tast week; Don Steuer, thé §
countys clueff'nanmal ofﬁ ‘.

cer, said a preliminary analy:: -

sis showed the- cotnty conld-

" Tose abput $70 million in prop:--

erty tax revenne this year and -
an additional $80 million over.
two years in gas tax revenue -
because of the state’s budget,
Stever said.

The county also could lose
$10 million for. redevelopment

_projects, he said.

:Steuer was not-available
for comment on Friday, But
counties could lose even more
under the budget signed by -
the governor on Tuesday be-
cause it includes additional
cuts for local governments.

Schwarzenegger eliminat-
ed an additional $60 million
in funding for counties. That
money was supposed to pay
counties to administer Medi-
Cal, the state’s health insur-
ance for the poor ’

Call staff writer Edward Slfuentes
at 760-740-3511. .




