other victims

By Steven Mihatlovich | TODAY'S LOCAL NEWS

VISTA — Alicia Enriquez will always
remember the moment in 2006 ‘when
she learned she had bteast cancer. ..

“When I was told that T had cancer,
I had the emptiest feehng inside,” the
Vista resident said. “You feel like you're
in a dark room with no doors. Every-
thing is silent. All you bear is yourself
erying.”

Enriquez is grateful
for the help she re-
ceived from the Vista
Community  Clinic
and the Avon Founda-
tion, To express her
gratitude, she will be
participating in the
40-mile Avonr Walk for
Breast Cancer in Long
Beach next weekend. ‘ '

“When I walked into the clinic, T was
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treated like I had the best insurance in
the world, even though I had none,” Ex’

riquez.said. “They guxded e and saved
my life. This is my way to give back” -

Enriquez said she’s.been training for’

the past 10 months for the walk, working
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. first detected ¢ysts.in her breasts. in 2004,

' ]ob leavmg her w1thout health msuran'ga.f 1t

: Enr;quez saxd “Can%
_ dations d1dnt e;;zst?
Pl thxs Iwasn’t ”
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out three days weekly on average by usmg the
treadmill at home and walking with her. hus-
~ band, Robert, in Carlsbad, ‘where she works as,
a customer service représentative’ for Farmers
- Insurance on Roosevelt Street. ‘ "

“That’s no easy feat for the 41-year—01d mother
of two. The stomach tissue that was intended
to be surgically éxtracted for reconstruction of
her breasts had to be removed because it had
become seriously mfected leaving ‘her :Wlth_
What she calls “a hole in my stomach.”: .

“In addition, Enriquez said her spme has start-.
ed deveiopmg arthritis, -

' But none of that has stopped her. She is sode-
termmed that- she’ postponed her s1xth surgery
in two years to Nov. 14 to do the walk.”

" “T asked God to help me” Ennquez sa;d
“Carry e 1f you have to, but please be with me.
I just want to-do this wialk because I’m alive. .-
'I;hat 'S Iy selﬁshness That's.my goal. '

. Enriquez ‘said ‘the walk -would be pamless_
compared with her battle against.cancer. She;-

she didm’t get checked 1mmed1ate},y because iof:
umnformed reassurances from others :

ok her almost two years to get a mammogfam,

) rlquez said. “1t 8 that questlon mark Whe
are no answers. I know that feeling, That’
fear. Tt's very scary. You never get over
been 2V4 years and five surgeries. and T’ I3
not over it. By domg thls, 1t’s my face walking’
for others”

To donate to-. Ennquez 8 walk v151t ravol;
.-_foundation org and click on “Make a Donation’:
or cali her at (760) 730u1938 ‘
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