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Fundraiser to Benefit Nursing Scholarship 
 

Vista Community Clinic and the Black family will host a fundraiser to benefit the Karen A. Black 
Memorial Nursing Scholarship from 5 to 8 p.m. Sept. 29 at the Wine Vault & Bistro, 3731-A 
India Street, San Diego. The scholarship is earmarked for eligible Vista Community Clinic 
employees who want to pursue a degree in nursing.  
 
The fundraiser will feature appetizers, drinks and a silent auction featuring art, jewelry, 
amusement park tickets and other items. To RSVP, e-mail jenmarieblack@gmail.com by Sept. 
14. 
 
The scholarship was established in 2007 by the Black family in memory of Karen Black, a family 
nurse practitioner who was passionate about patient education.  A native of Burbank, Black 
served as a patient educator in Guam, Nebraska, Nicaragua and Boys’ Town USA. She was a 
part-time faculty member at several institutions including the University of San Diego. As a 
family nurse practitioner at Vista Community Clinic, Black coordinated and led multiple patient 
education programs on disease prevention and chronic health issues. It was her dream to 
create a scholarship to help clinic employees who wanted to pursue nursing degrees. Black lost 
her battle with breast cancer in 2005. 
 
“My family feels very blessed and incredibly honored at the support that Vista Community 
Clinic has shown in making mom’s dream become a reality,” said Jennifer Black, daughter of 
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Karen Black. “It is very emotional and inspiring to see that these scholarship recipients share 
the love of nursing and passion for patient education that mom had.” 
Donations to the scholarship fund will be accepted at the event. Contributions may also be 
made at vistacommunityclinic.org or sent care of Betsy Heightman, 1000 Vale Terrace, Vista, CA 
92084. 
   
About Vista Community Clinic: With five locations in the cities of Vista and Oceanside, Vista 
Community Clinic provides high-quality, low-cost healthcare to more than 57,000 uninsured and 
low- to moderate-income members of the North County community. One in four Vista residents 
and one in eight in Oceanside receive care from Vista Community Clinic. For more information, 
please call (760) 631-5000 ext. 0 or visit www.vistacommunityclinic.org.  
 


